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We compre the implications of determinate vs. indeterminate growth of a par-
thenogenetic iteroparous ectotherm at d¢antsfood density in the context of the
dynamic energy budget theory, which specifies the tight links between life history
traits, such as feeding, aging, growth and reproduction. We do a comparative
analysis using, as measure of fitness, the life span reproduction, the population
growth rate, and the conversion efficiency of food to biomass. When extrinsic
mortality is constant, indeterminate grth cannot maximize fitness if measured

by the population growth rate or the conversion efficiency, except when mortality
is low, in which case both types of animals are similar. If the fithess measure is
lif e gpan reproduction, indeterminate growth maximizes fitness even with constant
mortality, provided it is not very high. When mortality decreases with size,
indeterminate growth maximizes fitness &dmost # measures of fitess. Finally,

we suggest an evolutionary link between allocation strategies and expected life
span. In populations of longving species, each type of animal can establish in the
population of the other. In populations of short living species, determinate growers
can invade, and displace, a population of indeterminate ones. However, when the
mortality risk of organisms with small size is much higher than those of large size,
indeterminate grows can be superior.
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1. INTRODUCTION

An organism can only acquire a limited amount of material and energy for which
the physiological processes such as maintenance, somatic growth, development
and reproduction compete. The study of energy allocation strategy between
somatic growth and reproduction is central to life history theory. Since larger
individuals tend to eat more than small ones and reproductive material is derived
from food, a trade-off must exist between investment into growth and reproduction.
Since ging relates to the action of free radicals and, therefore, to respiration,
life span has direct links with energetics, and so with allocation strategies. The
relative amount of energy allocated to reproduction differs from one species
to another; even within a species, it can depend on environmental conditions.
These relationships reveal an intimate coupling between various traits, which are
realistically specified by a dynamic energy budget (DEB) model for the uptake and
use of energyRossand Nisbet199Q Kooijman 2000 Lika and Nsbet 2000.

In the evolutionary studies of life history strategies it is often assumed that
there exists some quantity related to fitness that is maximized by natural selection.
Several alternative ways of measuring fithess exte@rns 1992. The two most
commonly used density independent fithness measures are the total number of off-
spring an individual produces over a lifetime and the population growth R, (

1992 Stearns 1992 Charnoy 1993 Kozlowski, 1993 Engen and Saethet994).

When these measures are applied to the same life history model, different predic-
tions usually result for optimal life history traits. The concept of fithess has played
acentral role in evolutionary ecology and the choice of fitness measure has been a
matter of debate for quite some time. Itis not at all obvious what traits precisely are
favoured by evolutionNletz et al., 1992 Koztowski, 1993 Mylius andDiekmann

1995 and the choice should relate to invasion criteria, and so on feedback from
the environmentNlesZna and BSztor 199Q Mylius andDiekmann 1995.

Despite the debate over the appropriate fithess measure, a wide variety of models
have been proposed to investigate the optimal allocation of resources to growth and
reproduction. Simple models suggest that in a constant environment, the optimal
strategy for an organism is the ‘bang—bang’ option of setting reproduction effort
to O until a certain age at which growth ceases and all surplus energy is switched
to reproduction Parin, 1992 Bulmer, 1994). Although the bang—bang strategy,
also called determinate growth, occurs in nature, many organisms as diverse
as perennial plants, most molluscs, echinoderms, and many fish are observed
to exhibit simultaneous growth and reproduction (indeterminate growth). Both
strategies frequently occur, even among rather phylogenetically related species:
cladocerans sport indeterminate growbephnia magna can grow by a factor
two in length, that is a factor eight in volume, during the reproductive period),
while copepods sport determinate growth. Several models have been proposed to
explain indeterminate growthraylor and Gabriel1992 1993 Parin et al., 1993
Engen and Saethet994 Gurney and Ntdleton 1996 Heino andKaitala, 1996).
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Factors proposed to explain indeterminate growth include nonlinear trade-offs,
age-specific mortality, size-dependent mortality and production rates (both
increasing or both decreasing), and unpredictable environment [see reviews by
Parin and Silby(1993, Heino andKaitala (1999)].

In this paper we compare the consequences of two allocation strategies in
animals: indeterminate growth, where growth continues during the reproductive
stage, and determinate growth, where growth is ceased during the reproductive
stage. We assume that both animals are otherwise similar, and have no differences
during the embryonic stage, where no food uptake occurs, and the juvenile one,
where no allocation to reproduction occurs. Our analysis differs from similar
ones known to us [e.gCalow (1981), Iwasa and Cohe(1989, Koztowski (1992
1996), Roff (1992, Stearns(1992, Charnov (1993, Pearin and Silby (1993)],
because we do not approach the topic using optimization arguments, but focus
on the consequences of differences in strategies, using a framework where the
different traits are coupled mechanistically. Since no fitness criterion exists that
applies in every caseStearns(1992 and Roff (1992 suggest more studies on
how changing fitness definitions influence predictions about life history evolution.
We oonsider here (1) the total number of offspring an individual produces over
a lifetime, (2) the population growth rate, and (3) the efficiency of conversion of
food into biomass. The last criterion is seldom mentioned because this efficiency is
usually taken to be constant. Since we take account for maintenance requirements,
however, this efficiency cannot be constant. Given a limited flux of available food,
this efficiency determines population numbers and is, therefore, most relevant in
an evolutionary perspective. In addition, we consider the problem of evolutionary
stable strategis (ESS) in a @atially homogeneous population that receives a
constant food input. A life history strategy is evolutionary stabaynard Smith
1982 if a population following this strategy cannot be invaded, and displaced, by
individuals that adopt another strategy. In our case a strategy is a choice of the
partitioning of catabolic power to growth and reproduction.

In this paper, we consider a DEB model developedKindjjman 2000 200
Nishetet al., 2000 and compare the two strategies for allocation to reproduction
for a parthenogenetic iteroparous isomorphic ectotherm at constant food availabi-
lity: a constant fraction allocation to reproduction by the indeterminate animal and
a bang—bang allocation by the determinate one. We assume isomorphism. An
isomorph does not change in shape during growth, which means that its surface
area is proportional to its volurd€ and its length proportional to its volurié.

The restriction to parthenogenetic animals can rather easily be removed, and does
not affect the conclusions. Some preliminary work has been report¢ddijman

(2000 pp. 293-297). We extend our work to include comparisons of reproductive
traits under different type of mortalities and investigate the problem of ESS of the
partitioning of catabolic power to growth and reproduction. Finally, we use the
conversion efficiency of food into biomass as a fitness criterion, and compare the
implications of the two energy allocation strategies.
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Table 1. The assumptions that lead the DEB model as formulated for multicellular
animals.

1 Structural body volume and reserves are the state variables of the individual and they do not
changein composition (strong homeostasis).

2 Food is converted into faeces and assimilates derived from food are added to reserves, which
fuel all other metabolic processes. These processes can be classified in three categories:
synthesis of structural body mass, and of reserves (including the embryonic reserves via
reproduction), and processes that are not associated with synthesis of biomass. Products
that leave the granism may be formed in direct association with these three categories of
processes, and witheressimilation process.

3 If the individual propagates via reproduction (rather than via division), it starts in the
embryonic stage that initialljhas a negligibly small structural body volume (but a
substantial amount of reserves)

3a The reserve density of the hatchling equals that of the mother at egg formation. Foetuses
develop in the same way as embryos in eggs, but at a rate unrestricted by energy reserves.

4  Thetransition from embryo to juvenile initiates feeding, and from juvenile to adult initiates
reproduction, which is coupled to ceasing oration. The transitions occur when the
cumulated energy invested in maturation exceeds a threshold value.

5 Somatic and maturity maintenance are proportional to structural body volume, but maturity
maintenance does not increase after a given cumulated investment in maturation. Heating
costs for endotherms are proportional to surface area.

The feeding rate is proportional to surface area and depends hyperbolically on food density.

The reserves must be partitionable, such thatdynamics are not fatcted; the use of
reserves doesot depend on food density; the reserve density at steady state does not depend
on structural body volume (weak homeostasis).

8 A fixed fraction of energy, utilized from the reserves, is spent on somatic maintenance plus
growth, the rest on maturity maintenance plus maturation or reproductior-tlie).

9 Under starvation conditions, individuals always give priority to somatic maintenance and
follow one of two possible strategies: they do not change the reserve dynamics (so continue
to reproduce). They cease energy investment in reproduction and maturity maintenance
(thus changing reserves dynamics). Some animals shrink during starvation, but do not gain
energy from this.

10 Aging related damage accumulates in proportion to the amount of damage inducing
compounds, which accumulate in proportion to titiézation rate. Apatrfrom ‘accidents’,
the hazard rate is proportional to accumulated damage density, death also occurs if somatic
maintenance costs can no longer be paid.

We focus nainly on the application of the DEB model in evolutionary studies
rather than the derivation of the model. For a full account of the model and
justification of the assumptions (s@able ) as well & tests against experimental
data we refer tdKooijman (2000. The remainder of this article is organized as
follows. In Section 2 we first briefly explain the general framework of tkerule
model comprising food consumption, catabolic rate, transition from juvenile to
adult stage and give the formulas used in this study. Thereafter, we present the
different allocations of catabolic power to growth and reproductiorSections 3
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and4 we present the results of the comparative analysis of the two energy allocation
strategies and discuss them in light of previous work.

2. SUMMARY OF THE DEB M ODEL

The DEB model ses differential equations to describe the rates at which the
organism acquires energy from its environment and utilizes it for maintenance,
growth, development and reproduction. These rates depend on the state of the
organism and its environment. Two state variables specify the state of the organism:
the structural body volum¥ and the energy reservés Theuse of volume as a
state variable allows description of size related phenomena such as food uptake
and growth. The existence of maintenance requirements, i.e., a continuous use
of energy necessary to keep the organism alive, and observations indicating that
individuals react slowly to sharp changes in feeding conditions imply the presence
of an energy buffer. These and several other reasons necessitate the use of energy
reserves as a state variable even in the most simple models. Free radicals that
result from respiration cause irreparable damage to the DNA in organisms and
have a direct relationship with aging¢oijman(2000, Leeuweret al. (2002 and
references therein]. A third state variable, the accumulated damage, is required to
specify the aging process.

An organism extracts energy from food which is added to the reserves and is
subsequently used for growth (i.e., increase in structural body mass), maintenance
(somatic and maturity), development or reproductibigure 1shows the primary
energy fluxes within the organism. By default, a constant fractiohthe energy
flowing out of the reserves is allocated to somatic functions (somatic maintenance
and growth) and the remaining fraction to developmental and reproductive func-
tions. In embryos and juveniles, the latter flow is used for maturation and for
maintaining the achieved degree of maturity. We introduce two allocation strate-
gies: the constant fraction allocation and the bang-bang allocation. The energy
allocation rule g-rule) is the same for both strategies during the nonreproduc-
tive stages. The bang—bang allocation strategy adopted by a determinate organism
assumes that growth ceases at puberty and all energy flowing out of the reserves is
allocated to maintenance (somatic plus maturity) and reproduction.

The rate of change of the energy in reserves depends on thefxatat which
energy is assimilated from food, which follows a type Il functional response, and
the rate at which energy is utilizegc, which iscalled the catabolic power. The
assumptions ifTable 1imply that the dynamics of an organism are described
by two differential equations: one specifies the dynamics of the structural body
volume, V, and the other the dynamics of the reserve dengiBji, defined as
the amount of reserves per unit of structural body volume. Reserve density has
a maximumvalue [E,] which is independent of the size of the organism and the
feeding conditions. The rate of change of reserve density is a first order process
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Figure 1. Energy fluxes through an organism. The organism extracts energy from food
which is alded to the reserves and subsequently is used for somatic growth, maintenance
(somatic and maturity), and maturation or reproduction. The rate at which energy becomes
awailable for utilization (catabolic power) depends on its size and stored energy density.
By default, a fixed fractior of the catabolic paer is allocated to somatic maintenance
and growth, and the remaining-1« to maturity maintenance and either maturation (for
embryos and juveniles) or reproduction (for adults). Somatic maintenance has priority
over growth. Reproduction ceases when the fraction & of energy is fully required for
maturity maintenance.

at a rate inversely proportional to volumetric lenytf/3. Tables 2and 3 list the
model equations and all model variables and parameters. In the Appendix we give
a lrief derivation of the equations.

Sdutions of the model equations represent the life history of individuals in a
potentially variable environment. Once these equations have been solved, many
other quantities can be calculated. We present only those needed in this study.

In a variable environment, one or more of the model parameters may vary with
time. In this investigation, we assume that the environment is constant. Conse-
quently, if the food density, and therefore, the scaled functional respofriisare
constant, the model simplifies. The reserve density will approach an equilibrium,
that is,[E] = f[En] and the structural volum¥ (a) of an organism of aga is
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Table 2. Ejuations of thec-rule model br a growing organism.

State wariables V: structural body volume
E: energy h reerve

Environment X: corncentraion of food
Assimilation  pa = {pam}VZ3f; f = 1+ Xk/X)1

Maintenance Pm = [Pm1V (somatic)
Py = [DJ]min{V Vp (maturity)

v 1/[Eml=V/Vir®

G = c(Pam)* x[/E]f[Ee]/ -

d[E] — {Pam} ( E] )

G AVAYE N [Em]

Hazardrate  A(t) = 1o /8 (Van - v + | 1V(t2)dt2) dt;

d

Dynamics

given by the von Bertalanffy equation
V(@ = (VI — (V% = Vy¥expi—ra(a—ap)h?, (1)

wherea, and \, are the age and volume at birtV.2® = fV¥? is the ultimate
volumetric length of the organism at a given food Ievésa:t,lf3 = % is

the maximum volumetric length, anty = (3[Eg] + 3« f[Em]) Y [pm] is the

von Beatalanffy growth rate parameter which specifies how fast the organism
approaches its ultimate size.

Embryo and juvenile stage. The equations describing the dynamics\éfand[E]
(Table 2 with f = 0 dso apply to embryos. The initial structural volume of
an embryo is practically nil, s& (0) = 0. Although this implies that the initial
energy density is infinitely large, the (absolute) initial energy in the dfyg,
is finite. If the structural body volume at birttd, is specified, then the initial
energy in the egg is determined by the dynamic equations and the energy density
at birth,[Ep], which is assumed to be equal to that of the mother at egg formation
(Assumption 3a). At steady state this megkg] = f[E.]. Consguently, the
age at birtha, and the initial energy in the eggo vary som&hat with the food
density. The mechanism for the variation is that the use of reserves decreases
with the reserve density, which increases the period required to reach a fixed
size, while maintenance costs continkg¢ijman 2000. This applies to both
allocation strategies that we compare. For simplicity’s sake, we take here age-at-
birth a, constant andeg = ([Eg] + [Em] f)Vp. The later approximation results
by neglecting maintenance costs during the embryonic stage.

Up to the age at puberts,, the determinate animal is identical to the indeter-
minateone and its structural volume can be calculated fran (The transition
from juvenile to adult occurs when the cumulative investment into maturation
exceeds a threshold valug,. The catabolic power allocated to maturation is
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Table 3. Tablef frequently used symbols. Dots refer to rates (dimension: tiesquare
brackets[ ] and braceq } refer to quantities which are expressed per unit volume and
per unit of surface area, respectively. In the dimension colummgans lengtht time, e
energy, # number.

Symbol Dim Interpretation

a, ap, ap, at t Age, —at birth, —at puberty, —at death

t t Time

d@@) t—1 Stable age distribution

V, Vb, Vp, Voo, Vin 13 Structural body volume, —at bint —at puberty, ultimate—,
maximum—

E, Eo, Ep e Energy in reserve, initial energy in egg, energy in maturation
at puberty

[E], [Em], [Ep] a3 Reserve density E] = E/V), maximum—, —at birth

[Eg] a3 Volume-sgecific energy costs for growth

PA et—1 Assimilation rate

Pc et—1 Catabolic power

R #1 Reproduction rate

NR # Life gpan reproduction

X, Xk mol | —3 Concentration of food, saturation constant

f — Scaled functional responsd: = (1+ Xk /X)L

Jxs molt—1 Supply flux of food

{Ix am} mol1—2t~1 Surface area-specific food uptake rate

Yv x mol mol~1  Conversion efficiency from substrate to biomass in terms of
C-mol

[Pm1, [Pgl d—3t-1 Volume-sgecific costs for somatic nietenance, —for matu-
rity maintenance

{pam} d—2t-1 Surface area-specific maximum assimilation rate

r,rg t—1 Population growth rate, von Bertalanffy growth rate

Mg # Amount of damage

h t—1 Hazard rate

ha t—2 Aging acceleration

m t—1 Extrinsic mortality ratern(a) = mg (VV(—?)7M/3

(11) t—1 Constant (or initial) mortality rate

— Rate o decea® o size-dependent mortality

K — Fradion of catabolic power to growth4+ somatic
maintenance

KR — Fraction of reproductive power fixed into embryonic

reserves
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Figure 2. The age at puberty (a) and length at pubertwé/3 (b) as finctions of the
patition coefficient, for different food levels. Parameter values: 3able 4

(1 - «w)pc(a) — [psIV (@), where[p;] represents the volume-specific costs for
méturity maintenance. The agg and the Iength/pl/3 at puberty is then calculated
from Ep = fai”((l —Kk)pc(@) — [p;s]V (a))da and @). Substitution of A.3) for
the catabolic power gives for constant food density (wh&fe= f[En])

ap ap
Ep=(1—k)f ({ Pam} / V23(@da — [Em](V (ap) — vb>> —[ps] f V(a)da,
ap ap
(2)
or equivalently

1- 1- 2
Ep =~ [ElV@p) — Vo) + (—<[pul - [ps]) [ V@da (3
K K

3

If [p;] = ££[pu], the rdationship @) redices toEp = [Eg](V (ap) — Vp) L=,
which rewals thatV, = V(ap) does not depend on the scaled functional
responsef. The stage transition occurs when cumulative investment in maturation
exceeds a fixed threshold, while at the same time, structural body volume exceeds
a fixed threshold; age at pubersy, does depend ofh, however. Foother values
of [p;], V(ap) does depend ofi andx, and stage transition no longer occurs at a
fixed structural body volume.

Figure Z2illustrates how the aga, and the Iength/pl/3 at puberty depends on the
partitioning fractiornk for three different food levels. The value ferfor which the
length at puberty does not depend on the feeding rateds(1 + [p;1/[pm]) =
0.4 and is located on the boundary of the range for which maturity can be reached
for this parameter combinatiofdble 4. For indeterminate growth, the volume
at puberty at abundant foodf (= 1) can differ up to a factor 8 from the
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Table 4. Tableof the parameter values frequently used in the numerical simulations.

Symbol Dim Value
d 2
v/ mm 0.8
Ep/[Em]  mm3 10
[EGI/[Em] — 0.02
[Pm]/[Em] d71 0.1
[ps1/[Em] d71 0.15
Pam/[Em] mmd?! 2.5
{Ix Am} molmm—2d-1 3
ha d—2 5x 10~/
KR — 1

ultimate volume for this choice of parameter values. However, for low feeding
rates, the ultimate sizé2> = f;c“:.);ﬁ} can drop below the size at birth”>,

as implied by the model assumptions. Somatic maintenance costs can only be
paid by the neonate ¥,, > V,, and maturity can only be maintained by the

1« [pml)
Figure illustrates all biologically meaningful combinations éf and «, given

the parameter values. The grey areas represent the valuésaiudx where the
organism can maintain itself and be reproductively active.

3
neonate Vo, > Vj LM) Reproduction is only initiated iV, > V (ap).

Adult stage. Although reproduction involves a series of events (e.g., births,
oviposition), the energy flow to reproduction is regarded as a continuous and
irreversible process. Because allocation of catabolic power to reproduction differs
for the two allocation strategies, the specific formulas for the reproduction rate,
R(a), i.e., the aveage rate of offspring produced by an animal of agare given

in the following subsections.

Survival probability. Free radicals that result from respiration cause irreparable
damage to the DNA in organisms and have a direct relationship with aging
[Kooijman (2000, Leeuweret al. (2002 and references therein]. The hazard rate,

h, the probability per unit time that death occurs at a certain age, given survival
to that age, is taken proportional to the density of accumulated damage, while the
accumulated damage is proportional to damaged DNA, and this damage builds up
proportional to the rate with which reserves are utilized. The latter rate directly
relates to the respiration rate [see Appendix &mwwijman (2000 pp. 139-145)

for details].

In addition to death caused by accumulation of damage-inducing compounds
death will occur from extrinsic causes such as predation, accidents, and diseases.
We will assume that the extrinsic mortalityh, is dgther constantm(a) = My
(independent of age or body size), or size-dependent. In the latter case, we
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Figure 3. The dashed curves (a) and (b) represent boundaries for which the neonate just
can pay somatic [curve (a)] and maturity [curve (b)] maintenance costs. The grey areas
indicate combination of values for the scaled functional respdnaed the partitioning
fraction «, for which the organism is reproductively active; size at puberty equals the
ultimate size at its border (solid lines). The fat dashed curve [in figure (a) coincides
with the solid curve] represents values fbrand« where the ultimate reproduction rate

of the indeterminate animaR; (co) equalsthat to the determinate ony. Paameter
values (a) [pm1/[Em] = 0.1 ™%, [p3]/[Em] = 0.15 d™%, (b) [pm1/[Em] = 0.2 d "2,
[p31/[Em] = 0.05 d~1; the resbf the parameters as ffable 4

allow mortality to decrease with body length,'/3, according to the formula,
m(@) = me(VY3@)/Vy/®)#, whereri, is the initial mortality rate and is a
positive constant that measures how fast mortality decreases with size.

The total mortality rate is the sum of the hazard rate and the extrinsic mortality

rate. The survival probability is then given by
a .
Pria; > a} = exp{—/ (h(t) + rh<t>>dt} , (4)
0

wherea; is the age at death.

Life span. The mean life sparfa; of an animal relates to the hazard ratand the
extrinsic mortality ratem via the survival probability by the equation

fa; = /Ooo Pr{a; > ajda. 5)

Life span reproduction. For a reproduction rat®k(a), the life span reproduc-
tion NR, i.e,, the average number of offspring that an animal is expected to produce

during its lifetime, amounts to

Ng = /OO R(a)Pr{a; > a}da. (6)
ap
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Population growth rate. The population growth raté at steady state is found from
the Euler—Lotka equation

1= /OO R@Pr{a, > ajexp{—rajda. (7)
ap

2.1. Indeterminate growth. The mnstant fraction allocation strategy results in
indeterminate growth; a constant fracti@anof catabolic power is allocated to
somatic maintenance plus growth during all life stages. During the embryonic and
juvenile stage, the remaining catabolic power is allocated to maturity maintenance
plus maturation; the investment into maturation switches to reproduction after
the cumulated energy investment into maturation exceeds a certain thré&shold
Maturity maintenancgd; does not increase after the switch, but is proportional to
volume atthe switch (sedable 2. Somatic maintenance is always proportional

to volume. Thus, energy allocation to reproduction equals the remaining catabolic
power, (1 — k) pc, minus the cost of maintaining maturityp;1V (ap). The cost

of producing an egg with energy contel§ can be written asky/xr, Wherethe
dimensionless factokr between 0 and 1 represents the fraction of production
energy that is fixed in eggs; the fraction-1xr dissipates and represents the
overhead involved in the conversion from the reserve energy of the mother to the
initial energy available to the embryo. Since these types of energy reserves are
chemically related, the overhead is likely to be very small in most cases serthat

is close to 1. Thus the mean reproduction rate for ectotherms atiage

R(@) = KEF;((l — ) Pe — [PaIV (@p)). ®)

Substitution of equation(A.3) for the catabolic power intoequation(8), for
constant food density, gives the reproduction rate of the indeterminate animal

V23(a) + MV<a>> _ [pJJV<ap>> ,

R@ = [En] [Ec]
9

K_R< (L—w)f ({pAm}
Eo \« f/[Ec] + 1/[Enl]

while the volumeV (a) is given by ().

The hazard rate is given bequation(A.7) in the Appendix. If the aging
acceleration is small enough, such that the period of substantial growth is short
with respect to the life span, the hazard rate can be approximatedfa, by

Ral pw]
2¢[Eg]

h(a) = (a—ap)? (10)
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2.2. Determinate growth. The bang—bang allocation strategy results in deter-
minategrowth. Determinate animals grow identically to indeterminate ones up
to a certain volumeV/ (ay), ater which growth ceases and all catabolic energy is
allocated to maintenance (somatic plus maturity) plus reproduction. The catabolic
power for constant food density reducesk® = f {pam}V?3(ap). These lead to

the reproduction rate of the determinate animal

Ry = %E(f{pAm}v2/3<ap> — ([pm] + [PaDV (@p)). (11)

Upto the age at pubertg,, the hazard rate of the determinate animal is identical
to the indeterminate one and is given éguation(A.7). The hazard rate of an
adult animal is derived similarly (see the Appendix), but the catabolic power is
given by pc = f{pam}V%3(ap). If the aging acceleration is small enough, such
that survival up to puberty is almost sure, the hazard rate for the determinate animal
can be approximated fer > a, by

Ha{ pAm} f 2

@ = e V@, @ )

(12)

Note that the parameter can be interpreted as energy partition coefficient only
up to the age at puberty. Increasingesults in larger size at puberty which equals
the ultimate size of the animal.

3. RESULTS

3.1. Comparison of reproductivetraits. In this section we compare the life span,
the reproduction rate, the life span reproduction, and the population growth rate for
the two allocation strategies for constant food density.

The hazard rate, which reflects aging in our model, increases with age for both
allocation strategies. Thisincrease is caused by the accumulation of damage. Com-
parison of the approximatxjuationg10) and (L2) shows that the hazard rate of the
determinate animal exceeds that of the indeterminate g it V (a,), which is
always the case. The assumption that death by aging is negligibly small till puberty
obviously breaks down when the juvenile period becomes excessively large. We
arrive at the same result when the formula derived in the Appendix is used [com-
pare solid lines ifrig. 4(a) and (b)]. Total mortality rates (hazard rate plus extrinsic
mortality rate) are qualitatively similar for both strategies [€fig. 4a) and (b)].
However, in the case of constant fraction allocation to growth there is a slower
increase in mortality due to the combination of the lower risk of large animals
and the decrease of specific oxygen consumption for increasing body size. Con-
sequently, the life span of the indeterminate animal exceeds that of the determi-
nate one [compare the locations of the arrowbim 4(a) and (b)]. The effects of
the functional responsé and the partitioning fractior on life span are shown
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Figure 4. Age-dependence of total mortality rates for (a) an indeterminate animal and (b)
a determinate animal, reflecting agingdaextrinsic mortality at abundant foodf(= 1)

ard with partitioning fractionk = 0.3. The curves represent: aging only (1: —), aging
and sze-independent mortality (2: - - fig = 0.01, « = 0), aging and size-dependent
mortality (3:---, Mg = 0.1, u = 1.0); (4: -- -, Mg = 0.1, u = 0.7). Arrows indicate the

life span for the correspondingortalities. Parameters: s&able 4

in Fig. 5. Both type of animals, in a given food environment, can increase their life

span by increasing [Fig. 5@) and (b)]. On the other hand, for a giventhe life

spans increase dsincreasesHig. 5(c) and (d)] but the life span of the determinate

animal may decrease for high valuesfofwhen extrinsic mortality is low or absent.
From equationg9) and (1), we find that at the start of the adult period

the reproduction rate of a determinate animal is always larger than that of an

indeterminate one. For constant food density, the reproduction rate of a determinate

animal is constant while that of an indeterminate increases with age to an

asymptotic value. Assuming that aging allovesjuation(9) with V = V., gives

the reproduction rate of the fully grown indeterminate animal

— K

K

. kr (1 . .
Ri(00) = E—R < [Pm1Voo — [pJ]V(ap)> . (13)
0
A comparison ofequationg11) and (L3) gives that the ultimate reproduction rate
of the indeterminate animal exceeds that of the determinate one if

(1= K)Vao — JVaV2(ay) + kV(ap) > O. (14)

It turns out that ifc < 1/2, the inequality 14) holds for all biologically meaningful

[i.e., Voo = Vb, Voo = Vp lf—K[[FF)’—“JA]]) , andV,, > Vp] combinations of the parame-
ters. Ifx > 1/2, the reproduction rate of a determinate animal may exceed that of
the fully grown indeterminate one for some biologically meaningful combinations

of the parameters. This means that if the organism allocates a larger fraction of
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Figure 5. The life span of the indeterminate (a, ¢) and the determinate (b, d) animal as a
function of the partitioning fractior at abundant foodf = 1) (a, b) and as function

of the functional responsé with « = 0.3 (c, d). Thecurves represent different mortality
rates: aging only (—), aging and size-independent mortality (ig-,= 0.01, © = 0),

agng and size-dependent mortality- (, g = 0.1, u = 1; -- -, g = 0.1, u = 0.7).
Parameteralues: sedable 4

catabolic power to reproductive functions, then, assuming that aging allows, the

indeterminate growth always results in higher ultimate reproduction rates.
Numerical simulations show that, in most cases, the ultimate reproduction rate

of the indeterminate animal exceeds that of the determinate one for all biologically

meaningful combinations of andx. One such case is shown kig. 3a) where

the parameters take the values givenTable 4 However, br some parameter

values(e.g., high volume-specific costs for somatic maintenance and low volume-

specific costs for maturity maintenance) the reverse holds for some combinations

of food levels and allocation fractionkify. 3(b)]. These parameters affect the size

at puberty (which equals the ultimate size of the determinate animal) as well as
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Figure 6. The life span reproductidir (a, ¢) and the population growth rafe(b, d) of the
indeterminate (solid) and the determinate (dotted) animals as a function of the partitioning
fractionx at abundant foodf = 1). Uppe parel (a, b): constant mortalityifp = 0.2,

u = 0). Lower pand (c, d): size-dependent mortalityify = 0.5, © = 0.1). Parameter
values seeTable 4

the ultimate size of the indeterminate animal in nonlinear ways; with the complex
result as reported iRig. 3b).

The above analysis, justified by numerical simulations, implies that the life span
reproductionNg of an ‘immortal’ indeterminate animal is generally larger than that
of a determinate animal, while the population growth ratelarger for determinate
growers. Determinate growth may lead to lardky for the largex in the range of
biological meaningful values, while indeterminate growth may lead to larder
smallx. When extrinsic mortality and/or aging is applied the results do not change
gualitatively. Figure 6gives the life span reproduction and the population growth
rate as a function of the partition coefficient at abundant fooe=(1) for different
mortalities. Indeterminate growth leads to higher life span reproduction and pop-
ulation growth rate for smakt, while determinate growth leads to higher life span
reproduction and population growth for large Thedifferences between the allo-
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cation strategies for smatlare substantial for the life span reproduction, but small
for the population growth rate. These differences get even smalleidasreases.

If we assume that evolution maximizék orf we find that he values ok that
maximizer are not affected considerably by the type and level of mortality, while
the values of that maimize N decrease as mortality increases (independent of
the type). In both cases thevalues ofthe determinate animal are larger than that
of the indeterminate animal. Furthermore, for high levels of mortality the maxi-
mum Ngr of the determinate animal may exceed that of the indeterminate animal
[Fig. 6(c)]. The maximunt of determinate animals is higher than that of the inde-
terminate ones for all types and levels of mortality and food but for low food and
mortality levels. In the latter cases, both animals are almost identical (maturation
is delayed) and the difference is negligible for this choice of parameters.

3.2. ESS for allocation. We mnsider here the problem of what value of the
partitioning of catabolic energy is evolutionary stable in determinate and in
indeterminate populations, and whether an indeterminate individual with such a
value ofk, can invade in a determinate population, ara versa. To this end, we

aim to determine the ‘optimal’ value afthat minimizesf subject to the condition

Nr = 1. A population of indeterminate (determinate) type animals having this
optimum« cannot be invaded, and displaced, by an indeterminate (determinate)
type that partitions energy with a different value «af Moreover, the resulting
values fnin tell which type of animal can invade into the population of the other,
namely the type with the smallest value fé,. To deermine the ‘optimal’c,

we set Ng = 1 which gives a relationship between the values of the functional
responsef at which the organism can replace itself and the partitioning coefficient
«. We then fid the value ok for which f is minimum.

Figure 7illustrates the values of the partitioning of catabolic enargyhich are
evolutionary stable and the minimum value bfin determinate and indeterminate
populations for different types of mortalities. We find that when mortality rates
increase [e.g.hg increased=ig. 7(a) or u decreases§ig. 7(b)] the ESS values of
« decreases and the minimum functional response increases. For both allocation
strategies the optimal aga,, a puberty decreases as mortality increases, meaning
that short living species start reproduction earlier. When mortality is size-
independent both types of animals are similar for small valuesdfFig. 7(a)],
meaning that each type can establish in a population of the other type. The reason
is that the condition that the life span reproduction equals one is only met in
situations where the size at maturation almost equals the asymptotic size, and both
allocation schemes are very similar indeed. For large valueg,oive olserve
small differences for this choice of parameters. In those cases, a determinate animal
can invade, and displace, a population of indeterminate animals. In the case of size-
dependent mortality we find that, when mortality rate is initially high and decreases
fast with size, the reverse holdBi§. 7(b)]; the indeterminate animal can invade,
and displace, a population of determinate animals.
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3.3. Conversion efficiency. In this section we compare the two allocation
strategies in terms of conversion efficiency of food to biomass in steady state
situations. Comparison on the basis of constant food density, implies an implicit
mechanism for replacing food that has been eaten. A more realistic comparison is
possible on the basis of a constant food flux, rather than a constant food density,
assuming that food production is set by environmental conditions (such as light
and nutrient availability). When food is supplied to a closed homogeneous volume
with individuals, where no harvesting through intrinsic or extrinsic causes occurs,
the population will grow to a size where food input just matches the maintenance
needs of the individuals. In this situation, individuals neither grow nor reproduce.
The oonversion efficiency of food into biomass is then 0, because no biomass is
produced. By increasing the harvesting rate we can increase, at least initially, the
conversion efficiency.

Suppose that a population lives in a closed homogeneous volume that receives a
food flux Jxs, and assume that the age distribution among the individuals equals
the stable age distributiop(a) = Pr{a; > a}/£a;. Thenumber of individualsN,
at steady state follows from equating the food supply flux to the amount that will
be eaten

Jxs = N {Jxam}EVZ3, (15)

where EVZ3 = S d(@V?3(a)da is the mean surface area afdyam} is
the surface area-specific food uptake rate. The functional respdndellows
from the condition that the life span reproductidiz equals 1 (each individual
just replaces itself).

If an individual of sizeV is harvested at a probability raté = gV /3
(where u equals 0 for nonselective harvesting), the conversion efficiency in
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Figure 8. Effects of harvestingh = mo(vib)*“/g’) on the conversion efficiencyy x
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(m = mg) and (b) selective harvestingh = 1.6(%)*“/3). Paameter valuesk = 0.36,

the rest of the parameters asliable 4

terms of C-moles of structural biomass per C-mole of substrate then amounts to
Yyx = JxsNEMV, whereNEMV, with EmV = I d(@m(@V¥3@)da, is the
harvested biomass. Usirggjuation(15) to calculate the number of individuals at
steady state, the conversion efficiency becomes

Emv

= .;, 16
f{Ixam}EV?/3 (10)

YVX
where f is the value of the functional response at which each individual can just
replace itself. The system resembles a continuous culture, where input and output
are decoupled.

The convermn efficiency depends on the harvesting rate as well as on the param-
eterx. Determinate and indeterminate growth entails larger conversion efficiencies,
respectively, for large and small values«oh the range of biologically meaningful
values. Figure 8illustrates the effects of harvesting on the conversion efficiency.
For both strategies, the conversion efficiency reaches a maximum value at inter-
mediate harvesting rates. Furthermore, for nonselective harvesting the bang—bang
allocation will lead to larger conversion efficiency at high harvesting rates. In con-
trast, when harvesting is much higher for small-sized than large-sized individuals,
simultaneous growth and reproduction will lead to larger conversion efficiency.

4. DISCuUSSION

Life history depends directly on how an organism allocates energy throughout
its lifetime. DEB models describe the rates of acquisition and utilization of energy
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by individuals and allow links between traits such as size-feeding and size-aging.
By using DEB models, we ensure that energy-based trade-offs are incorporated
into fitness measures. This paper illustrates the application of DEB models to life
history theory. This is new and different from earlier approaches in the literature
in that we use a DEB model to perform a comparative analysis of two strategies of
energy allocation to growth and reproduction. We also use different fitness criteria
and examine the effects of two types of mortality (constant mortality and mortality
decreasing with size).

When we use the most popular density-independent measures of fitness, the life
span reproductiomNr and the population growth rate we find thatindependent
of the measure of fithess and mortality (type or level), the values of the partition
coefficientx that maimize Ngr or r are higher for determinate growth than those
for indeterminate growth. Determinate growers can achieve maximum fitness
by investing more to growth during development than the indeterminate growers.
Furthermore, assuming that organisms adopt the valuetiot maximizes fitness,
the maximumNgr may result from either determinate or indeterminate growth,
depending on the level of mortality but not the type; the maximiurasults from
determinate growth, unless mortality and food levels are very low. Indeterminate
growth maximizeNR for low levels of mortality, because a substantial part of the
life span is in the fully-grown phase, where the reproduction rate of indeterminate
growers is higher. Determinate growth maximi2és for high levels of mortality
andr because of the higher reproduction rate at the start of the adult period. In the
case of population growth rate, the contribution of early offspring is more important
than later offspring, since the early one reproduces earlier as well, the interest upon
interest principle. Large population growth rates can be of ecological significance
in spatially and temporally heterogeneous situations, where periods of rapid growth
alternate with periods of (intense) random thinning.

The values of the partition coefficiemt that maximizes fitness are not affected
considerably by changes in mortality rates, whésithe fitness criterion. However,
this is not the case wher is used, where thesevaues decrease when mortality
rates increase. Our results are in agreement with those founaiyr and Gabriel
(1992 from maximizing onlyr and Fisken (1997, one of the rare papers that
consider more than one fithness measure, from maximizingrbatid Ng.

The indeterminate growth maximizes the conversion efficiency only by harvest-
ing small-sized individuals preferentially. Fitness in terms of conversion efficien-
cies may be of interest to the analysis of ecosystem behaviour, provided that har-
vesting is a function of other populations.

In terms of invasion fitness, we studied the ESS for energy allocation as the
lowest value of the functional responde and ®nsequently the lowest food
density, at which an individual produces on average one viable offspring during
its entire lifetime. In a constant environment, in cases where the population of
long living species controls its own food density, both allocation strategies lead to
very similar food densities, meaning that each type can establish in a population
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of the other type. For short living species, individuals that follow the bang—bang
allocation strategy can invade, and displace, a population of indeterminate type
individuals. However, when mortality decreases with increasing body size, the
indeterminate individuals can invade, and displace, a population of determinate
individuals. Lika and Nsbet (2000 used a DEB model, which partitions energy
according to a net production rule (net production equals assimilation minus
mantenance), and studied the ESS of partitioning production energy to growth
and reproduction in constant environment and constant mortality. They conclude
that simultaneous lifetime allocation to growth and reproduction is optimal for
short living species, while for long living species it is optimal to cease growth (not
necessary at puberty) and continue to reproduce at a constant rate. The explanation
of the difference in the predictions by the two DEB models is that the reproduction
rate increases to a maximum at early ages in the net production model and declines
to 0 as asymptotic size is approached, while reproduction rate increases with age
(or size) in the present DEB model.

In an unchanging environment, simple models suggest that the optimal strategy
for an organism is the determinate growth stratelggr{n et al., 1993 Bulmer,
1994). Factors proposed to explain indeterminate growth include unpredictable
environments Taylor and Gabriel 1993 Gurney and Ntdleton 1996, age-
specific mortality Engen and Saethel994), and size-dependent mortality and
production ratesTaylor and Gabrigl1992 Parin et al., 1993. Our results show
that an unpredictable environment is not needed to explain indeterminate growth.
Nevertheless, in stochastic environments, indeterminate growth may be optimal
under a much wider range of condition&ngen and Seeth€i994) found that if
mortality is a decreasing function of age, indeterminate growth is often optimal.
This explanation is probably seldom applicable. Although age and size are usually
correlated, age is not under evolutionary contidéiho andKaitala, 1996 1999,
so mortality rates should not depend on age directly.

Pearin etal. (1993 extended previous resultsTéyloretal., 1974 Galriel,
1982 Sibly et al., 1985 and proved analytically that indeterminate growth can
be optimal if production and mortality rates both increase or both decrease with
size. This means that indeterminate growth either increases production rate
at the expense of survival or increases survival at the expense of production.
Production (net production) is determined by body size and is the total power
devoted exclusively to growth and reproduction. Fitness was measured by the
population growth rate. In simulations ofZaphnia model, Taylor and Gabriel
(1992 found that growth after maturity can maximize the population growth
rate when net production and survival rates increase with size, but growth after
maturity is not optimal when survival rate decreases or is constant. Modelling
clams, Heino andKaitala (1996 could not explain indeterminate growth on the
basis of life span reproduction if mortality decreases with size. They conclude
that indeterminate growth may result from trade-offs and constraints related to the
mass of offspring.
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Our analysis shows that if mortality decreases with size, indeterminate growth
maximizes almost all measures of fithess. However, if the fithness measure is life
span reproduction, indeterminate growth may result even with constant mortality,
provided it is not very high. UnlikeParin et al. (1993, our result originates
from an increased production (catabolic power) and a decreased mortality for
indeterminate growers. Moreover, we explicitly take into account that the resulting
size increase involves an increase in maintenance as well.

Our results show that for constant food density, indeterminate growth always
leads to longer life span. The reason is in the decreasing specific oxygen
consumption for increasing body size, an empirically well known phenomenon
(Kleiber, 1932 Whithers 1992, which is implied by the model assumptions listed
in Table 1(Kooijman 2000 and the lower mortality risk of large-sized individuals.

An indeterminate grower may increase its life span by directing energy away from
reproduction. This type of individual is also more likely to survive a period of food
shortage. Our conclusion underpins the findingslasoro and AustaflL996) that

a reduction of allocation to reproduction enhances survival during unpredictable
short-term periods of starvation.

The present simple model for aging does not have the property of increasing the
life span for low food density for indeterminates. Although it has been observed
that food restriction slows agindrinch, 1990, the strength of the present simple
aging model is in revealing the role of energetics in the survival probability,
though it is doubtful that aging is a major cause of death under field conditions.
Nevertheless, more complex formulation should be used if research is geared
towards answering questions concerning the evolutionary ecology of aging and
longevity. Leeuweret al. (2002 have developed a mathematical model based on
the DEB theory, to describe the aging process that accounts for the effects of
caloric restriction. This model is more complex and less tested, so far, against
experimental data than the present model.

Our am in this paper is to illustrate the application of DEB models to life
history theory. This approach allows us to study questions concerning the evolution
of lifetime reproductive allocation, optimal age and size at maturity, aging and
longevity using a single modelling framework. In the present analysis we consider
constant environments only. The full potential of DEB models for life history
studies would be revealed in variable environments. The model does not consider
the possibility of altering the partitioning of energy allocation to growth at maturity,
which may occur in some species. We hope to deal with variable environments and
variable allocation rules in future research.
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APPENDIX

In this appendix, we give a compact description of the basic equations for the
DEB model used in this study, therule model.

An organism extracts energy from food which is added to the reserves and
subsequently is used for somatic growth, maintenance, and development or
reproduction. The rate of change of energy in the reserves is equal to the
difference between the ratg)s, & which energy is assimilated and the rate,
pc, at whichenergy is consumed by the bodily tissues (catabolic power); i.e.,
dE/dt = pa — Pc. Theorganism ingests food at a rate that depends on its size
and the food density (Assumption 6). The assimilation process involves uptake
of food over the membrane surface and the subsequent transformation in reserve
energy. The conversion efficiency of ingested food into reserve energy is assumed
to be constant. Hence, the assimilation rgitg, for an ismorph of volumeV is

Pa = {Pam} f V72, (A.1)

where{pam} represents the maximum surface area-specific assimilationfrate,
(1 4+ Xk /X)~! the scaled functional responsk, the food density, anKy the
saturation constant.

The rate at which energy becomes available for utilization (catabolic power)
depends on the organism’s size and stored energy density. The reserve dynamics
are a key concept in the model; they follow from the requirements stafkabie 1
(Assumption 7). These requirements lead [for details kseeijman (2000 pp.
82-86)] to simple first-order dynamics for the reserve dengiy,— 5

diE] _ {Pam} . [ET
dt V13 [Eml/’

where[E] is the maximum reserve density.
Using the chin rule for differentiation andequationgA.1) and @A.2), the

(A.2)

catabolic powerpc = pa — ‘(‘j—'f can be written as
. {Pam}, 23 dV
=[E]( ==V23 - —. A3
pc = [E] ( [E] it (A.3)

As stated inTable 1(Assumption 8), a fixed fractior of the catabolic power
is allocated to somatic maintenance and growth, and the remainirgxl
to maturity maintenance and either maturation (for embryos and juveniles) or
reproduction (for adults). Growth ceases when the fixed fractiosf energy
just meets somatic maintenance demands. Then, the organism may still continue
to reproduce, provided the energy made available exceeds the requirements for
mantenance. Reproduction ceases when the fractien d of energy is fully
required for maturity maintenance. When the default energy committed to
somatic functions is insufficient to meet maintenance requirements deviation from
the k-rule is necessary, even if growth ceases. Depending on the species and
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environmental factors, the individuals may continue to reproduce or they may cease
energy investment to reproduction functions, increasing, thus, its survival period
(Kooijman 200Q pp. 227-230).

Thus, the catabolic power allocated to somatic maintenance and growth is
KPc = [pM]V-i-[EG]‘é—‘t’, where[ pv ] and[Eg] stand, respectively, for the volume-
specific costs for maintenance and growth. SubstitutiorAd)(gives tre volume
dynamics iy VISE][En] V/V1/3

. ml — m
g = «{Pam} <[El+ [Ec] , (A.4)
whereVi? = % is the maximum volumetric length an isomorphic ectotherm
can reach.

Now that growth has been specified, by substitutiagl] into (A.3) we find that

the catabolic power is given by

. [El[EG] ({pAm} 23 , [Pwml )
— V2 4+ ——V ). A.5
P = BT+ (Eal \ [Em] [Ec] (A-5)

In addition to the two state variableg and E, a third state variable, the
accumulated damage, is also required to specify the aging process. The amount
of damage-inducing compounds (changed DNM);, accumulates from value 0
in an embryo of age 0. The amount of damage changes at a rate proportional to
utilization rate, sod'c\j"—tQ X pc = ((pm1V + [EG]%—‘{)/K. The amount of damage-
inducing compounds as a function of time is thus proportional to

t
Mq(t) ([EG](V(t) —V(O))+[Dm]/ V(tl)dt1>//<, (A.6)
0
and the accumulated damage jéMQ(tl)dtl. The hazard rateh(t), (the

instantaneous death rate) is finally taken to be proportional to the accumulated
damage density, which leads to

h(t) =

v /) (veo-vo+ 21 | th“Z)dt2>dtl o
KV () Jo [Ec] | |

Ecl Jo

where the proportionality constaht,, called aging acceleration, absorbs all the
above proportionality constants.
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